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for a little. In doing so, we must determine first how secularism is related to religion. As I have already indicated, there is on this point a fundamental difference of opinion among secularists. Mr Holyoake and those who agree with him hold that secularism ought to start with the study of nature as manifested to us, and ignore religion, Mr Bradlaugh and those who agree with him hold that secularism can only be founded in the disproof and rejection of religion. Mr Holyoake is an atheist in the same sense and to the same extent as Mr Bradlaugh. He objects, however, to the name, while Mr Bradlaugh does not The ground of his objection is that atheist is understood to mean "one who is not only without God, but without morality/' But surely it can only be in very bad dictionaries and by very uncandid persons that the word atheist is so defined and employed. It properly means merely a man who thinks that there is reason for disbelieving that there is a God, or a man who thinks that there is no reason for believing that there is a God. It is in the latter sense that both Mr Holyoake and Mr Bradlaugh are atheists, and the former is so as much as the latter, and he fully acknowledges this, although he would prefer to be called a cosmist to being called an atheist It is not because he does not accept and advocate atheism in the only sense in which it is accepted and advocated by Mr Bradlaugh that he